Just because 1ts on the
computer doesn’t mean you
can’'t act human

Be warned: this is a rant.

Lately, I have been getting followed and unfollowed on Twitter
by a guy who has a networking group here in DC. He happens to
have many Twitter handles (and a surprising number of
followers). He has used at least five different handles to
follow me, and then, I take it because I haven’'t followed
back, he unfollows me. Is this a good way to get me to follow
him? NO!!!

Say this interaction was taking place on the phone instead of
on Twitter. It would go like this: He would call from his
cell phone, and hang up once I answered. Then he would call
from his office line, and hang up again. And so forth. This
would be very annoying, and bordering on perverted behavior
(1f there were any heavy breathing involved).

If he actually wanted to talk to me, he might call and say
“Hello, I really think you have some great ideas to share, and
I would like to talk to you some more.” But apparently, he is
either unaware of how to behave like a human, or is just
interested in numbers.

There is no great mystery to getting Twitter followers: it is
simply about behaving courteously and human. That is, showing
interest, re-tweeting content to show support and giving
credit, and INTERACTING.

Why do so many people forget they are dealing with other
people on the Internet? You would not walk into a store and
yell obscenities, for instance. And yet people do this on
Twitter as a matter of course.
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A computer is just a tool. It need humans to run it.



